Abstract: This paper explores the various personal and intellectual links between Edmund Husserl, Rudolf and Walter Eucken. Our interdisciplinary approach gives an insight into Husserl's transcendental phenomenology, Walter Eucken's Ordoliberalism as well as in the interdependency between phenomenology and economics for which Rudolf Eucken's philosophy of intellectual life plays an important role. Particular affiliations between phenomenology and economics can be found in the following topics: epistemology, the idea of man, the comprehension of liberty and the importance of legal or social orders, institutional rules and frameworks of regulations. Keywords: Husserl; Rudolf and Walter Eucken; phenomenology; Ordoliberalism; social market economy. JEL Classification: B2, B3, B25, B52, P0 and Z1. 
Introduction
Edmund Husserl (1859 Husserl ( -1938 epistemological analogy with phenomenology. The third section reviews Rudolf Eucken's life world philosophy (Lebenswelt-or Geisteslebensphilosophie) pointing out some of the similarities to
Husserl's as well as to Walter Eucken's work. The fourth part looks for affiliations in Husserl's and Walter Eucken's political philosophy. They can be found in the following topics: the idea of man, the comprehension of freedom and humanity, and the importance of legal or social orders, institutional rules and frameworks of regulations. The paper ends with a summary of our main findings.
Contrary to previous works on the affiliation between Edmund Husserl, Rudolf and Walter Eucken this essay differentiates three levels -the biographical, the philosophy of science and the sociopolitical level (incorporating ordoliberal-constitutional, religious and crisis-topic elements alike).
All three levels are highly interdependent and interconnected -especially the Gesellschaftskrisistopic functions as an intermediary between the epistemological and the socio-political level.
Therefore, it is not sufficient to point just at one level or to separate the levels from each other (as prior research has shown). The first two levels -namely the biographical and the philosophy of science level -are reviewing the results of the German discussion initiated by Goldschmidt, Klump and others. The third level is innovative in terms of pointing at further analogies between phenomenology and Ordoliberalism. This level not only completes our complex and multifaceted interpretation; it also provides the reader with new insights based on the unpublished literary remains of the Eucken-family and especially Husserl (undisclosed material of the Husserl-archive is indicated with Ms.) . Furthermore, it is the paper's aim to relativize the influence of Husserl's phenomenology on Walter Eucken: Although Husserl is quite indispensable for Eucken's economic ethics -especially for his epistemological methodology -the role Husserl plays should not be exaggerated in a Foucaultian and Herrmann-Pillathian way: Walter Eucken favours an eclectic approach referring to different philosopher-economists and Rudolf Eucken is at least as much as important as Husserl both(!) on the philosophy of science and the socio-political level. Therefore, the influence of Husserl has to be embedded into the broader context of Eucken's foundation of normative orders. (Eucken 1952 (Eucken /2004 31 ), two purely ideal types or forms of economic order: centrally directed economy and exchange economy.
Biographical background and historical context
Step three implicates the development of an adequate morphological economic model and the extraction of an economic theory. The core criteria here are twofold: economic theories or models should on the one hand fulfil the criteria of accuracy, exactitude, and closeness to reality; they should especially reveal economic interconnections. But on the other hand they should also meet the criteria of evident and rationalistic-objective truthfulness: Eucken speaks of a Wesenswahrheit 32 , an evident truth of reason (Eucken 1934: 29) , as the final goal of theoretical knowledge which is almost identical to Husserl's theory of evidence.
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The fourth step is just the implementation of the derived model by using the method of generalising instead of isolating abstraction (cp. Eucken 1950 Eucken /1965 : By applying the theory to economic reality it should be possible to understand and explain everyday life 34 , and therefore, eventually modify and frame it via economic policy.
Eucken's early masterpiece, the Foundations of Economics (Eucken 1950 (Eucken /1992 , picks up, condenses, and elaborates essential features and implications of his earlier epistemological and methodological writings; the careful reader of the book will find -mostly in the appendix -four explicit references to Husserl: the first one is an explicit statement drawn from Husserl's LI, and by quoting Husserl Eucken applies directly early phenomenology to economics. Husserl (as cited in Eucken 1950 Eucken /1992 :
"The systematic character of a science, if genuine, is not something invented, but lies in the facts, and its existence therein has to be discovered. A science must be the means by which the realm of truth is extended, and this realm is no disordered chaos but governed by uniformity and regularity."
Husserl's as well as Eucken's epistemological aim is to establish a true, i.e. ultimately justified and "Generalising" abstraction involving withdrawal from actual economic phenomena must take second place. It has a certain part to play in the scientific definition of economic systems and in discovering the dominant and supplementary elements in their structure." 39 Except the passage where Eucken is quoting Husserl literally, these passages have two things in common: Eucken does not base his argument solely on Husserl; he also refers to other philosophers and scientists. Furthermore Eucken is mostly concerned with or using evidence from Husserl's LI, and these are the two crucial points for our theses, namely that Eucken's argumentation and methodology is not only relying on Husserl, and that he -in the case of borrowing from Husserlneglects or misses some of the central aspects of Husserl's philosophy (e.g. intersubjectivity-and life-world-theory).
The two volumes of the German edition of the LI were published at the turn of the century -to be precise in 1900/1901. Although this work is quite essential for the philosophy of transcendental phenomenology it nevertheless belongs to Husserl's earlier works 40 -the so called 
The influence of Rudolf Eucken's philosophy of intellectual life
It is noteworthy that the central topics of Husserl's Kaizo-essays and his Crisis-work -namely the stating of a present-day cultural failure, a crisis of values including a crisis of the European humanity, and therefore, the necessity for an ethical and political reformation of culture 43 aiming at the implementation of the ideal of a humanity of reason 44 -are anticipated by Rudolf Eucken's socio-critical philosophy 45 : the Nobel Prize laureate of 1908 condemns the dominance of the onesided and shallow technical-mechanical, instrumental and materialistic-utilitarian 46 working-culture (Arbeitskultur), its disorientation and alienation of the people, and at the same time the neglect of the intellectual and cognitive sphere (Geisteskultur) 47 in mass societies; in other words: he (and later on his son using a similar terminology (Heinrich/Eucken 1926 , 1927 , 1930 and 1932a The resemblances to Husserl's Kaizo-articles are astonishing: they were written a year before its publication in 1923/4 in the Japanese magazine with the same wording. Kaizo simply means reform or renovation. Husserl wrote in total five essays on the subject of ethical as well as socio-political reformation of mankind, culture, and science, a topic with which Husserl was busy and preoccupied especially in the post-war-years; at the end only three of them were published. The essays are a careful analysis of (European) civilization and the socio-political situation of Germany in the early final objective, it is only an instrument, a mean to reach the phenomenological ideal of humanity; after completing its mission (i.e. enabling teleology) the government, and all the other formal institutions abolish and disintegrate. Walter Eucken on the other hand was quite critical of teleology in general -especially teleology in context of the Historical School. However, it cannot be said whether he was also critical of (Husserl's) rationalistic teleology (i.e. the continuous and teleological pursuit of reason respectively the ideal of a humanity of reason as the overall telos).
Husserl's political philosophy is embedded and bound up with his other writings, especially with the theory of intersubjectivity, the already mentioned Crisis work and the Kaizo-articles, and its call for a reformation of mankind as a reaction to the disorder of those days and the breakdown of the order of civilization. "Reason is the specific characteristic of man […] . Human personal life proceeds in stages of self-reflection and self-response from isolated occasional acts of this form to the stage of universal self-reflection and selfresponsibility, up to the point of seizing in consciousness the idea of autonomy, the idea of a revolve of the will to shape one's whole personal life into the synthetic unity of a life of universal self-responsibility and, correlatively, to shape oneself into the true "I", the free autonomous "I" which seeks to realize his innate On a preliminary stage, and contrasted with the higher order community, the society equals an artificial club-like association with shared pragmatic and functional interests, and based on a reciprocal contract. This club-model is due to its utilitarian focus of minor (ethical) quality; however, it is an essential interim solution on the (teleological) path towards the rational and reasonable love community.
The highest form of the life of monads is intellectual love respectively the intellectual love community with its unity of self-love, self-interest, benevolence, charity, and public welfare.
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Humanity and reasonableness are the final goals, the telos of the monad-evolution. Such a society, so to speak, combines the ideals of Vernunftmenschentum and the ideal of echte Humanität (i.e.
Eucken's humane order). It transcends egoism, materialism, instrumental reason, and it embodies the true and real age of enlightenment (Hua XXVII 117).
However, it is essential to note that when the final stage, the stage of rational und humane mankind, and the kingdom of pure and rigorous science and logical reason (Hua XXVIII 57/59), is reached the state machinery is once and for all going to be abolished and disintegrated (Hua XXVII 58):
everyday life is then 'ruled' by phenomenology; in a sense life in the phenomenological community is somewhat anarchical. The state is no longer necessary, simply because there are no constraints, hierarchies or positions of power (Ms. F II 7/55b (Eucken 1952 (Eucken /2004 ) is indispensable -in order to ward off interest groups, and to avoid being a play thing in the hands of rent-seeking groups.
Coming back to two of the key terms of the former paragraphs: Freedom and humanity are the expressions which link Husserl's conception of ethics to that of Walter Eucken: since the Tatwelt- article Die geistige Krise und der Kapitalismus Eucken's aim was the realisation of an ordering which fulfils the criteria of economic efficiency and functionality on the one hand as well as the criteria of individual freedom (i.e. autonomy and self-reliance) and humanity (i.e. human dignity and human rights) on the other hand (Eucken 1952 (Eucken /2004 . According to Eucken freedom is threatened in three ways (Eucken 1952 (Eucken /2004 : first of all it is threatened by private power of the producers, secondly it is threatened by the collective or the society (i.e. danger of group anarchy), and thirdly by the power of the state. 69 The best way to encounter such menaces is to establish an economic Ordnungspolitik 70 (incorporating Eucken's two principles of economic policy as well as his constituting and regulating principles) which while focusing solely on the rules of the game (order of rules) can handle or balance the dilemma of freedom and order. Economic policies that institutionally frame -in the sense of defining the general terms under which market transactions are carried out -instead of influencing or intervening into market processes and the play itself (order of actions) as the Prozesspolitik would do, are requisite in order to establish
Leistungswettbewerb and consumer sovereignty (competition in terms of better service to consumers). But at the end the constitutional order is a mean to an end -freedom and humanity (Eucken 1952 (Eucken /2004 ).
In Husserlian and (Neo-)Kantian 71 terms we can interpret Eucken's conception as follows: the aim of the constitutional order and the formal legal-institutional framework, especially the state under the rule of law and its checks and balances is to hold in equilibrium individual and social ethics, personal interests and public welfare, and to enable (economic as well as intellectual) independency and autonomy. Leistungswettbewerb and Ordnungspolitik together allow for a raised standard of living, and hence a higher level of external happiness. Furthermore they also set up the basic conditions for internal (i.e. intellectual) happiness incorporating mental liberty and maturity.
It is this metaphysically and ethically embedded defense of freedom and Christian based humanity (within his concept of Ordnungstheorie) which is at the heart of Eucken's life work -and to a lesser degree the methodological issues discussed above; they are important, no doubt, however, they are not as much essential as Eucken's passionate and fervent fight against National socialist, Communist as well as libertarian or laissez-faire ideologies. 72 Therefore, an (reductionist) absolutization of Husserl's phenomenology seems to be inappropriate in two ways: first, regarding the fact that Eucken's epistemology is based on multiple sources; secondly, regarding the fact that his methodology is just an instrument or a tool in order to overcome the Gesellschaftskrisis (by reaching the realm of truth via a crisis-proof science) and in order to explore economic systems capable of meeting the twofold condition of a functioning and humane socio-economic order based on religious values.
Before coming to a conclusion it is noteworthy touching upon some further similarities in the thinking of Husserl and Walter Eucken: first of all it is obvious as already mentioned that their understanding of freedom and humanity is quite equal. This can also be illustrated in a more theological or religious way: both Eucken and Husserl were devout and pious Christians, they are both making clear reference to Christian faith, and they were both members of the Bekennende Kirche. In the end their philosophical systems rest upon God.
In a letter dating from 1942 Eucken's philosophy of religion becomes clear. He admits: "I could not exist, nor work, if I did not have a clue of God's existence" (translated). 73 In an essay called -Wirtschaft -Staat (1932a) Eucken detects an absent meaning of life in the presence and a crisis of values resulting from the steering towards materialism, and an alienation from religion and the hereafter. 74 Christian faith is the only way to fill the ethical vacuum and to restore the endowment of life with meaning and an encompassing unity of life. On a conference of the Euckenbund Eucken claimed that the religious renewal of mankind was the fundament of any other kind of reformation including an economic and political one 75 , and in his Grundsätze-book Eucken claims that religion could be a potential ordering power, together with science and the state.
Religion
Husserl by his own account had to fulfil a religious mission. One of his life mottos was: Only those grounding their lives on God will receive new energies. Eucken 1933 , 1938b 78 , and Böhm, Eucken & Großmann-Doerth 1936 by demonstrating that objectively valid, true and eternal in contrast to arbitrary, context based, temporary and random (scientific) knowledge is possible, and by combining analytical validity and empirical application.
This leads us back to the epistemological level showing again the strong interdependencies between the methodological and the cultural and socio-political level.
They also advise against the overassessment of specialists with their limited and biased perspectives and their one-sidedness; so they are fighting Punktualismus and Spezialistentum, to use the German expressions (Hua V 13/22/95-96, XXVII 115). According to Walter Eucken (1952 Eucken ( /2004 science can become an ordering power, provided that it is successful in overcoming the three mentioned prejudices: positivism, historism, and Punktualismus. 79 Husserl as well as Walter Eucken are pleading for a critical and independent assessment and scrutinizing respectively challenging of various authorities in line with Kant's sapere aude. In this context Husserl is highlighting the enlightening function of philosophy in general and of phenomenology in particular (by its endowment of life with meaning and by leading mankind to self-confidence, rationality, and free will (Hua VII 205 and VIII pp. 193) ); Eucken on the other side accentuates the similar task -the enlightening effect -of science in general.
Conclusion
Everyday economic life and facts derived from everyday life are Walter Eucken's epistemological starting point. Via applying an analytical raster which interlinks (Weberian) ideal-type-as well as (Rudolf Euckenian, Husserlian, and Thünenian) isolating-abstraction-elements it is possible to deduce theoretical knowledge arriving at (Husserl's and Rudolf Eucken's) realm of truth. Pointedly distinguishing abstraction simply means interpenetration of economic reality, radical turn towards reality, steering towards eidetic essences and the founding of an atemporal valid morphology.
Eucken's slogans are: "Durchstoß zur wirtschaftlichen Wirklichkeit", "wissenschaftliche Durchdringung der konkreten Wirtschaft" and "die Beobachtung der wirtschaftlichen Wirklichkeit auf die Spitze treiben" (Eucken 1950 (Eucken /1965 . The feedback of the evident truth of reasons enables the overcoming of the scientific dualism of theoretical and historical economics (i.e.
Great Antinomy and Methodenstreit); moreover it allows the founding of a crisis-proof scienceand in this respect associates the philosophy of science level with the ethical and the political level.
To sum up the theses presented in this paper: first of all Husserl's phenomenology rests on many 21 Eucken literally borrows the term crisis-proof from Husserl (cp. Eucken 1950 /1965 . 22 This disinterested and open-minded line of action recalls Husserl's epoché indicating an absolute impartiality and abstention, a desisting of rash conclusions and pre-assumptions, a bracketing of all our prior knowledge, and a behaving like a neutral and disinterested spectator. In combination with Husserl's transcendental-phenomenological and eidetic reduction it leads to a change of consciousness, to a pure and self-reflected consciousness, and to a scientific research of the essence and a priori cognition. 23 Eucken aims at the exact recognition and the capture of the interdependencies of economic reality. 25 Cp. Foucault 2006: pp. 172 26 The Eucken-term "invariant general form" is derived from Husserl's phenomenology; the same holds true for the expressions: "to the things", and "pointedly distinguishing abstraction". 27 Cp. for further information about the eidetic order of freedom and the market: Kaufmann 1956 , and for more information about the relationship of phenomenology and economics, and the phenomenological-based economists Böhm, Eucken & Großmann-Doerth 1936 : 35, Eucken 1938a , 1940 /2004 : 1/370, 2001 In analogy to Kant we can say that theoretical scientific knowledge starts with experience and empiricism; it derives from simply looking at the facts of everyday life. In accordance with Kant Eucken claims that evident-objective knowledge and universal truths exist, however, they cannot rest upon experience alone. So Eucken has to untie his methodological approach from the empirical level, from the level of everyday economic life, and enter the theoretical and morphological level. After accomplishing this path of abstraction and ideal type he turns later on again towards the starting level -looking at it, however, from a different angle, from a different perspective and with a divergent insight.
Although Eucken demands the absence of value judgments in a Weberian and Husserlian sense on the epistemological level, it is more than obvious that his socio-political and ethical theory is highly characterised by normative judgements -departing from Husserl's 'positivism' and marking the difference between phenomenology and Ordoliberalism. Moreover, the essay Vom Hauptproblem der Kapitaltheorie makes clear that the method established by the Historical School, namely the empirical-descriptive observation of reality and the collection of facts, alone is not sufficient. Thus, Eucken is indirectly criticizing the dominant paradigm in German economics (Eucken 1937: 544f.) and it seems at least doubtful whether Eucken is the climax of the Historical School as claimed by Schefold (2002: p. 7; Broyer (2006) . 32 A term used by Rudolf Eucken (without publication date: 94) as well.
33 Goldschmidt (2007: 12) refers to another similarity: Walter Eucken's distinction between actuality and truth equals Husserl's distinction between law and fact.
34 Everyday economic life is Eucken's -and Weber's (cp. Eucken 1950 /1965 -methodological point of departure respectively his epistemological aim. However, he takes an indirect route or a circuit via his (rationalistic) method of abstraction and reduction, and by deducing ideal types, applying them to economic reality (and thus combining theoretical and historical, rationalistic and empiric elements). This -in short -is Eucken's solution to the economic Great Antinomy. 35 The term realm of truth (as well as the process of reduction and the postulate of a perspective from within) is often used by Rudolf Eucken (cp. his Prolegomena), which is a further indication for the thesis that Walter Eucken favours an eclectic approach combining different elements from different scientists (cp. Eucken 1950 Eucken /1965 . 36 Eucken quotes Husserl's Philosophy as a Rigorous Science. This is one of the few occasions when Eucken literally borrows from other sources besides the LI.
was one of the university-intern opponents to Heidegger's attempt to establish the Führerprinzip and the Gleichschaltung at the university, and he risked his life in fighting Nazi ideology, propagating ordoliberal ideals for a new socio-political and economic ordering for the post-war-period (cp. Dietze, Eucken & Lampe 1941 /1942 , and of course due to his remaining contact with persons who fell in disgrace under the Third Reich dictatorship. Walter Eucken received death threats after his lectures Kampf der Wissenschaft, the second edition of his book Nationalökonomie wozu? was prohibited, and he was arrested and interrogated after the failed July 20 plot. This is all the more astonishing reminding the fact that Eucken's mother in law was due to the NS-racial laws a Jew, his wife Edith was a half-Jew, and
Walter Eucken himself was classified as non-Arian (interrelated) (cp. Oswalt 2005 , Goldschmidt 1997 .
